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DANEEL aw „ 
They hat de Wife, ſhall: ſpins as "the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament: and 
they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, 


as 152 Stars for end? and ever. * 


F ee HETHER theſe Words ck 
che Context, relate to any par- 
ez ticular 7. emporal Debi ribs 
of the Fews, I need not give 
either my ſelf, or You, the 
trouble of a nice Enquiry. 
Line if chiy: do, they may be allow'd too, to 
contain a Prophecy of the general ReſurreQion, 
and of the Rewards and Puniſhments of a Fu- 
ture State; and that one of the cleareſt. in the 
Old Teſtament, eſpecially when our Bleſſed 
Saviour is ſuppoſed ſo to have applied them. 
Then ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth às the Sun 
in the Kingdom of the Father, Matt. xiii. 43. 

And the Expreſſions themſelves, of awakin 
out 77 tbe Duſt ef the Earth, to * Life, 
| "> 2 or 
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baer to re to 760, TR 


OO Firſt, Some of the V. -ays. of curning other 
© |. to Righteouſnefs. 


FP econdly, The Obligations and | 8 


1 . 535 The Encouragement we © have to 
* purſue them. XN : 


RSS at ene nn 
ws others ro ns; is Ly ping =. 


bar we e ee a cenid-Jifpoſd Brother wan- 
E. out of the Way that leads to Bliſs, for 
want of ſufficient Kiſowledge to direct him in 
it; then, kindly to explain and confirm to him 
the Doctrine of a crueifyd Saviour, and all i 
the excellent Precepts: of our Holy Religion; t 
1 

4 


JO 


* os — — — — wi - 


5 
5 521 


this is turning him to Righteouſneſs, and bring- 
27g him to L. got” . e e we 


Tx HUS 75 Nane alin he beheld this Athe 
nians paying their blind Devotion to the un- 
Anon Go p, diſcovered to them that immenſe 
Power, which they ignorantiy Worthipp'd; 
taught them the Knowledge of the Caro 


in 


noraxt, is that of Reſolving the Daube fad. 


in whom they liv'd, and mov'd, and had their 
Being; ; and-Faith in aRE DEEMBR; Who was 
orlbain'd to judge the World. an Righteoufaeſt, 
whereof there was aſſurance given to 0 TT, 
1 da Jo the Dead. ; 


NaxT to the Charity of ee . 


be in Doubt and Suſpenſe even about Things 
of no-great Importance, is a very. troubleſome 


and uneaſy State of Mind; much more when 


it concerns our Souls, and relates to the weigh- 
ty Affairs of another Life. And when we are 


at a Joſs which way to turn, amidſt the vuti- 


ous Paths of Error, we ſhould look on him as 
ſome Guardian Angel ſent from Heaven, that 


ſhould relieve us under our Diſtreſs, and give 


us ſure 5 to e JR we e ar- 


Wu EN Men's SI are cleared, and 5 


Vaderſtandings. enlightned, the next Step 


is to warm their Afectiom, and encourage 
them in the great Work of Salvation. When 


they grow faint and weary in their Duty, when 


che Allurements of Pleaſuren would draw, or 
the Proſpect of Danger affright them into 


Diſobedience, then to fortify their Spirits, and 


animate their Virtue, by repreſenting to them 
the great Advantages of a Hoy and Religions 


Life, with what Pleaſure it entęrtains all the 
May, with what OY RE? It Crowns 
us in che 1 


—_ 


To 


Jer Rekrmativn af Mandets. 5 


6 ASN MON before the Societies 
To Exhortation it will be ſometimes nece[. 
ary to add Reproof. Which is a Task that 
.ought to be very nicely and tenderly managed, 
and requires a great Share of Prudence, Piery, 
and Goodneſs, to render it ſucceſsful... But 
whenever there is a Proſpect of doing Good by 
it, T hou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thy Heart; 
thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke him, and not ſuffer 
Sin to lie upon him, Lev. xix. 17. Then nei 
ther Fear nor Favour ought to diſcourage: us, 
fince to convert a Sinner from the Error of his 
Ways, is to ſave à Soul from Death, Jam. v. 20. 
When we undertake this difficult Office, we 
ſhould endeavour to imitate the Piety and Diſ- 
eretion of Nathan, in the Caſe of David, (2 
Sam. xii.) then too thoſe, who like David, 
are admoniſhe of their Guilt, will in all Iikeli- 


+ 


hood copy after his Repentance, - > 


Ap whereſoever the Providence of God 
has entruſted us with any lawful Power and 
Authority over others, that Power and Au- 
thority it imports us to make uſe of for the 
Advancement of his Honour and Glory. There 
may be ſome Difficulty perhaps in preſcribing 
exactly the Extent of this Power, and how Far 
it ought to be made uſe of, even for ſuch great 
and glorious Ends. But that it ought in ſome 
| . degree to be exerciſed, with impartial Judges 
E | can admit of no Diſpute; and to ſuppoſe the 
BE contrary. would open a Paſſage to all Iniguity 


WPI a Res ie oa thts , ae: dE 5 


| 5 | ot EE WTR ( 

and Licentiouſneſs, Severity is certainly to be 
C | avoided in Matters of mere Speculation, nor 
| . 2 0 


* 
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Jer Reformation of Manner. 
are People to be puniſht only for Thinking 
wrong, provided they fit down 5 in the 
Enjoyment of their own Opinions. But they 
may be invited, perſuaded, and encouraged to 5 
embrace the true Religion; Publick Miniſters - 
may be appointed to inſtruct them in, and peer 
ſuade them to it, and its Publick Worſhip may : 
and ought to be ſupported: by Civil Sanctions. 


—— — — — eg — 
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|| TI s# Ars mention but one Method more 
of turning others to Righteouſneſs ; without 
* | which, the reſt will be languid; and leſs: ef- 
fectual, and that is the Light and Influence of 
a Good Example. And when this is join d with 
” || che other, it is nat eaſy to he withſtood. For 
: this ſhews us to be in earneſt; and that we do 
not lay Mankind under unneceſſary Reſtraints, 
and ſuch as we our ſelves think not fit to ſub- 
mit to. There is in Human Nature; a ſtrong 
Inclination to 1mitate, and ere we are aware, 
? nay ſometimes, almoſt againſt our Wills, we 
are led by Example. And tis incredible, what 
Power and Influence the Luſtre of religious 
Patterns, eſpecially if placed in any Eminence, 
: hath on thoſe about them. When their Light 
ſhines with ſuch advantage before Men, they 
- | cannot bur /ee and 06/erve their good Works, and 
Sri their Father which is in Heaven, Mart. 
ö 4 | 
avs I have briefly laid before You ſome 
; of the Ways of turning otbers to Rightevuſ- 
%. That theſe, and whatever elſe our own. 
. FF Ik) bougghts 
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Thoughts ſhall ſuggeſt to us, we are u 
n do Ty ek of, 


'F 


F We hall * aur Fr — | 


obliged, whether we confidet our ſelves as: Men 


or Chriſtiams, both from 1 Lav af N 


and _ one Geipel 8 ir ob 
* Tu E 15 ht of 1 201 us, es we are 
not born. fav our felves alone, but that our In- 


clinations us, our Talents fit us, az 


well as Intereſts invite us, to promote the Be 


nefit and Advantage of our Brethren*. Upon 
which account, Man alone, of all the Crea- 
rures of this Lower World, is endow'd with 
the Gift and Privilege of Speech, that He may 


improve by mutual Converſation, and com. 


municate to others what Diſcoveries he makes 


In all his rational Enquiries. Hence we find 


the wiſeſt of the Heathens very earneſt in the 
Purſuit of Truth, and diligent in the Practice 
of Virtue, not only on their Dö Account; 
but induſtrious to diſcover the One, and re-. 
commend the Other to the reſt of Mankind, 
It is a noted Saying, quoted by Tully, *The 
i Man that kindly directs another in the Way, 


. kindles another's Candle with his own, with- 


out loſing the leaſt Benefit of his own Light.“ 
Hence have ry: communicated to the World 
many 


— — 


by 155 Specimen Nate caps ana bn quigs Natura: Ve 
(Hh pn melior in haminum, genere Natura, quam eorum 
atos ad homines Juvandos, tutandos, conſervandds arbitran 
— 2 Dic RO, | | 


» Þ 
2 ; 


wry hd A HywwS may 


on Reformation of Manners. 9 


many excellent Treatiſes of Morality and Phi- 


- | lofophy. And indeed, they carried both the 
I Speculation and the Practice to ſo noble a 


pitch, as may be for the Inſtruction and Re- 
proach of many Chriſtians. neg 

AnD if the Heathens, who had but confug'd 
and unſettled Notions of Truth, and ſuch faint 
and imperfect Glimpſes of a Future State, if 


27 wwe: 0 


e III . 
bey thought themſelves - obliged; to promote 
3 the Intereſts of Truth and Virtue, and to en- 
„gage others to embrace and purſue them, much 
n || greater Obligation have we as Chriſtians. In 
„che Goſpel, we have a much greater Aſſurance 
of Succeſs in theſe our Charitable Endeavours, 
y || inaſmuch as we have a clearer view of Truth, 
„chan any other Diſpenſation can pretend. The 
Importance and Excellence of this Charity is 
d If there diſplay d to us in ſuch amiable and lively 
e Colours, as is ſufficient to excite pA iy 7 | 
e Diligence in ſo noble an Employ : the Value 
; [od Dignity of our Souls, the Objects of it, is 
„fully diſcovered ; and that Life and Immorta- 
| I lity, for which they are deſign'd, is perfectly 
e freed from Shades and Darkneſs, and brought 


to the cleareſt and moſt convincing Light. 


'Tx1s indeed is the main Scheme and De- 
ſign of the Goſpel, which is a Doctrine of the 
ſublimeſt Charity, and a happy Method of 
ſaving Souls. For this it was, that our Bleſſed 
Saviour. liv'd and convers d among us, and 

ent about Preaching his heavenly Doctrine, 
and reclaiming Men every where from the 

n enn een nn 


. — 
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Paths of Sin and Folly. For this it was "tip 
he ſent out his Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, dif. 


fuſing the glad Tidings of Peace and Salva 
chro all the World. 


AnD as the Goſpel 3 is full of Papi, 191 is 


| it of Precepts to this Purpoſe. There we are 
required to be holy in all manner of Conver. 
ſation our ſelves, not on our own Account 
alone, but alfo for the ſake of thoſe we con- 


verſe with. There we are commanded not to 
put our Candle under a Buſbel, but to place it 


| Where it may be of Ufe and n to "Wl 


reſt of Mankind. 


80 that, if we e Rees follow His Bs. 


Ae or obey the Precepts of our Bleſſed Re- 


deemer, without which, we ſhall have bur an 
empty Claim to Chriſtianity, this great Work 


of reducing others to Piety and Goodnefs, is 
what all of us ſhould be diligent and incelſan 


In. © 
+ es * 1 
* 


* "the 3 


BU iy rotate, we are all obliged to 


bring others to che Light of Truth, and the 
Practice of Goodneſs, as we are Chriſtians in 


general; yet ſome Perſons, from their Relation 
and Office, are more eſpecially concerned i in 
this Du ty, ſuch as N W n 

PT. 1 


a us Of. oF # 3 > E * 1 5s # 
* * — 21 a. 5 FIRE) * * : 


"Part NTS are; b he Li of Nature mt 
Revelation, to train 7 their Children and Fa- 
allies in the Paths of PIety and — * 

1 


n 


0 Reformation of 1 N 
if he that provides not for his own, with re- 


gard to Temporals, is worſe than an Infidel + 
what Stupidity do they diſcover, who make no 
Proviſion for — Spiritual and better Part of 
thoſe, who are by Nature and Providence com- 
mitted to their Care? They ought certainly 


to inſtill good Principles into their Minds, 
and to command their Children and Servants, 


that. they keep the Way of the Lord. To this 


End, they ſhould at ſtated Times, ſummon 
them every Day to Family Prayer, and take 


care that the Bible, and other good. Books be 
frequently read among them: They ought to 
make them obſerve the Rules and ee of 


Publick Worſhip, and pay a religious Regard 
to that Day, which is more eſpecially * 
crated to Piety and Devotion. 


SS 


MacisTRAT + ik who derive 55 


Power originally Tom Heaven, ought to Em- 
ploy it in promoting the Honour o oth Ma- 
er. They are Mzrnifters : of God for. Good, 


and ought to exert what Authority they are 
inveſted with, for the Suppreſſion of Immora- 


lity and Profaneneſs, and for the Advancin 
and Encouraging whatever tends to Soundneſ: 


of Faith and Purity of Manners, I hey ſhould 
be ſo far from being remiſs in this SHOE 


Truſt, and caring for nope of theſe hong 
they ſhould be perpetually mindful of "Hs 

tereſt, whoſe Subſtitutes they are, and . - 
ing continually. on. this very Thing, For this 


they have the Examples of all wiſe and reli- 


5 gioys Governor, v who have gone befare them: T 


B 2 Wo 


e. II 


N 
' 
' 
| 
. 
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and as ſtrong 'and undoubted Obligations as 


either Reaſon or Revelation can lay upon them. 


To this therefore, they will have a conſtant 


Regard, remembring themſelves to be but 


Stewards, entruſted with a Talent, for which 


they muſt one Day render to their great Lord, 


a very ſtrict Account. And 'tis with Grati- 
tude and Pleaſure we reflect, that our PRESENT 


PRINCES eſteem it the Glory of their 
RE1GN, to be the DEFEND ERS OF our FAITRH; 
and have given the fulleſt Aſſurances, that they 
will Protect and Support that Cnuxcn, which 
is the Strength and Honour of the Reforma- 
tion, and the moſt perfect Mogel of primitive 


and genuine Chriſtianity this Day in the World, 


AnD that this is a Duty more eſpecially 


incumbent on the Clergy, there is no occaſion 


of many Arguments to demonſtrate. This 


is a Buſineſs, to which we are immediately 


call'd and ſet apart. We are to ſtudy and 


explain that inexhauſtible Treaſury of Di- 


vine Knowledge, the Holy Scriptures, and 


apply it upon all Occaſions, to the ſeveral 


Exigencies of thoſe we have in charge. We 
are to admoniſh with all Patience, and Re- 
buke with all Boldneſs; and by an exemplary 
Life and Converſation, lead People to that im- 
mortal Happineſs, to which our Doctrines 


would direct them. We ſhould uſe all our 


Arts, and improve all our Faculties, and lay 


out all our Gifts and Graces to this glorious 
End and Purpoſe. By the Wiſdom of Ser- 


pents, and the Innocency of Doves, endeavour 
| e 8 


1 
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W 
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to bring as many as poſſible to the Profeſſion 
of a true Faith, and the Practice of a ſincere 
Goſpel Obedience. 1 17 


AMoNG ſuch as furn others to Righteouſ- 
neſs, may. juſtly be: reckon'd thoſe who write 
Treatiſes of Morality and Religion, and re-. 
commend Piety from the Preſs, For altho', 
the inſtilling wholſome Inſtructions in Perſon, 
and vi vd voce, hath in ſome reſpects the Advan- 
tage, as that they are inſpir d with more Lie 
and Vigaur, and operate more powerfully and 
effectually for the preſent : yet has the writing 

ood Books the Advantage in many others: 
As that they ſpread the Benefit much farther 
and wider, and propagate it even to future 
Generations. Hence is it, that many being 
Dead, yet ſpeab; and we may now travel to 
Heaven by the Aſſiſtance of thoſe who have 
gone thither many Ages fince. And ſuch an 
Author as that of the Whole Duty of Man, 
tho* at preſent he may eſcape the Notice of 
Mankind, yet will hereafter ſhine out with diſ- 


tinguiſht Luſtre. The Fountain, like that of - 


the Nile, lies conceal'd, while it enriches the 
Land with the Streams of Knowledge, and will 
in all likelihood, continue to do ſo, till Time 
ſhall be no more. e 


Tos likewiſe, whom Providence hath 
bleſt with Wealth and Plenty, have it in their 
Power to promote Virtue and Religion, in a 
very extenſive Manner, and beyond their own 

ps 1 5 "Sphere 
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Sphere of Action. By purchaſing and diſperſ. 
ing good Books, and by enabling the poorer Cler. 
gy the better to diſcharge their Duty, by 
Augmenting the ſmaller Livings; or by en- 
couraging Schools for the Education of Youth, 
by Aſſiſting the Sacieties for the Propagation 
of the Goſpel, the Promoting Chriſtian Know- 
edge, and, what I would at preſent. recom- 
mend, the Reformation of Manners. And 
may thoſe pious and generous Souls, be for 
ever mentioned with Reſpect, who have con- 
trived and laid the Foundations of ſo many 
excellent Methods of Charity among us; 
wherein every well-diſpoſed Chriſtian may be 
ſure of diſpoſing his Bounty, to the greateſt 
Advantage in promoting the Glory of God, 
and the eternal Happineſs of our Brethren, 
And far be it from me to attempt to dif- 
courage any of them; or to endeavour to raiſe 
the Credit of one, by leſſening and depretiating 
another. Yet ſurely, if it be highly commend- 
able to ſpread the Knowledge of Chriſtianity, 
in thoſe dark Corners of the World, where the 
Sound of the Goſpel has not been yet heard; 
is it not likewiſe ſo to promote the Practice 
of it in our own Nation, and by that to con- 
vince them, that, the Bleſſing we offer is well 
worth their Acceptance, by ſhewing the happy 
Fruits of it, where it is already Planted ? eſpe- 
rally when this too is the moſt: likely Means 
of ſecuring the Continuance of it, and to pre- 


Cc 
vent our Candleſtick being removed from us, 
for our walking unworthy the Light that is 

2 : 8 8 ſpread 


— 1 w 0 


1 O 1 0 


others will be of leſs ſervice. The bad Exams 
ples they continually fee, will abate the Influ- 


probable, that Pofterity will Praiſe their Says 


for Reformation of Manners. 0 rg 


ſpread around us. If it be a noble and excels 
tent Charity, to provide for the Virtue of this 
coming Age, by an early Education of our 


., 


Youth in the Principles of Religion; can ir 


de thought otherwiſe, to endeavour to prevent 
the Vices and Corruptions of the preſent Ge. 


neration? which unleſs they are prevented, tis 
to be fear'd, what Education you can give che 


ence of the good Inſtructions they receive. 


ghly 


ing, and too fatally copy after their Pattern. 
The great Degeneracy and Corruption of the 
Times, has been the Complaint of good 
Men in all Ages; and Solomon has forbid our 
afſerting, that the preſent exceed all that ever 
went before us. Yet ſurely, under the Light 


of ſo excellent a Religion, and the Enjoyment | a 


of ſuch extraordinary Means of Grace, it is 
hardly poflible ro conceive how Profaneneſs 
and Immorality of all kinds can riſe to agreat- 
er pitch. And if ſome Check be nor put tothis 
overflowing of Ungodlineſs, we ſhall be ſoon 
ripe for Vengeance, and may juſtly expect to 
be all ſwallowed up by ſome general Deſtruc- 
tion. The natural Conſequence of our Vices, 
will bring this upon us, tho' we ſhould not be 
viſited by any fignal Caſtigation from Heaven. 


If Xerxes wept with a generous Concern, at 


the View of his numerous Army, to think, 
how few of them would ſurvive in a little time; 
what Heart but muſt melt with Compaſſion, 


EM 
; 1 | 
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to reflect what large Numbers of this populous 
City are deſtroying themſelves by their own 
Vices, and running headlong to eternal Ruin“? 
The Sins of the Nation is a Subject one can- 
not mention without Reluctance, and tis much 
more agreeable to draw a Veil over them, and 
lament them in ſecret. But alas! as they are 
too numerous to be deſcrib'd, ſo are they too 
notorious to be conceal'd. Atheiſm and Infi- 
delity, and a ridiculing all Revelation, are not 
only ſecretly entertain d, but publickly avow'd iſ 
and maintain'd among us. 'The Fool in our 
Days, hath not only ſaid in his Heart, there is | 
10 God, no Redeemer, but openly, and loudly 
proclaim d it. And from ſuch monſtrous Te- 
nets induſtriouſly propagated, it is, that ſuch 
daring Villanies as Houſe-breaking, Robberies, 
Murders, are riſen to ſuch an height of Inſo- 
lence, and that the moſt horrid Purjuries, to. e- 
lude the Sentence due to them, are ſo frequent, 
For when Men have got rid of the Fear of 
 *.. God, and the Checks of Conſcience, what is 
b there to reſtrain them? Human Laws cannot, 
which may be often violated without Diſcove- 
ry, and eaſily evaded by Art and Falſhood. A 
Mt Contempt of all Rule and Order, a Defamation 
of Governors, and a bare-faced Inſult upon 
Government, ſeem to pave the Way for a ge- 
eral Licentiouſneſs; and the Notions of abſo- 
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| lute and unbounded Liberty, which ſome are 
1 Nunquid in te ſunt viſcera Pietatis, qui plangis corpus à quo f 
receſſit anima, & non plangis animam I qua receſſit Deus? Se. : 
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Vice, even where the Liquors are beſt prepar- 


GA 
a> 


17 


5 "for Reformation of Manners: 


Fences of Property. 


ſo ſond of, directly tend to lay level all che 


 PRoFANE Cur/ing and Swearing, is now 

become the common Language of be St 5 
in both Sexes, and among all Degrees of Men: 
to which there being no poſſible Temptation, 
one would think People uſed it only to ſhew 
how wicked they dare be, and to defy the Di- 


vine Diſpleaſure. To theſe frequent Oaths in 
common Converſation, it is likewiſe owing, 
that they are ſo little regarded on ſolemn” Oc 
caſions in our Courts of Judicature, of which 
we have lately had ſuch notorious Inſtances; 
and it were heartily to be wiſh'd, that ſome 


Method might be found out, to put an effectu- 


al Stop to them; or at leaſt, to the Practice of 
thoſe wicked Agents, who ſuborn Evidence, 
and hire Sons of Belial for Perjury. Appeals 
to Heaven, are the ſtrongeſt Pledges Men can 
give of their Veracity, and the making theſe 
inſtrumental to the pervertifig of Juſtice, is 
an Iniquity that ſhakes the very Foundations of 
Government: It invades the Rights of our 
Neighbour, undermines the Power of the 
Prince,.and affronts the Attributes of that Gop, 


to whom Vengeance belongeth. 


TE prodigious Increaſe of the Number 


of thoſe infamous Shops, which ſell Spirituous 
_ Liquors, is roo viſible ; where People may be 


cheaply Drunk, to the ruin of their own 


. 


Conſtitutions, and thoſe of their Ne 


Drunkenneſs is a very brutiſh and deſtructive 


ed, 
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ed, PEE? moſt wholſome. Wine it ſelf, as So- 


lemon obſerves, tho it giveth its Colour in the 


tho it moveth it ſelf aright, yet at the 
9 biteth like a Serpent, and ſtings like an 


Adder; but theſe inflaming Spirits extract. 


ed from the worlt Ingredients, are a Poiſon 
that operate more ſwiftly to our Ruin. How 
far this in a Political View may affect the Safe- 
ty of the Kingdom in our Seamen and Soldiers, 
ho are much addicted to them, and periſh more 
by them, than by the Sword or the Ocean, it 
becomes not me but the We to conſider 


AvorTi ER great and apparent Offence 
now complained of, is the Profanation of 
the Lord's Day, eſpecially by ſome, who pub- 
lickly expoſe their Goods to Sale upon that 
Day; ſo that if they were not often brought 
| (=. od the Magiſtrate for their Offences, as 
they frequently have been for about three 
Vears paſt, tis greatly to be fear'd, that many 
other Traders would keep open Shop alſo upon 
that Day. The Neglect of the Duties of this 
ſacred Day, is one great Source of that Tor- 
rent of Iniquity which overſpreads the Land: 
 Condemn'd Criminals often confeſs, juſt before 
their Execution, that this was the Beginning, of 
their vicious Life, and the firſt Occaſion of bring- 
ing them into wicked Company; from which 
they proceeded from one degree of Vice to 
another, till they came to that unhappy! End. 


Tur Lins of Duan pa 
FE Vigilance of many worthy Juſtices of the 
Peace to ſuppreſs them, are Kill too trium- 
- phant; 
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phant; abandon'd Proſtitutes ſtill rake up their 
nightly Starions, to ſeduce unwary Youth, who 
follow them, as a Bird haſteth to the Snare, and 
tnoweth not that it is for his Life. But who 
can without Horror think of thoſe emerit Har- 
lots, who having ſpent a great part of a mi- 
ſerable Life, in a Courſe of Luſt and Wanton- 
neſs, in their declining. Years, take upon them 
the Office of the Devil, by tempting and ſo- 
liciting others? who ſtand ready to ſeize un- 
ſuſpecting Innocents at their firſt Arrival, and 
under pretence of hiring them to honeſt Bu- 
ſineſs, uſe all their Arts to betray them in- 
to Lewdneſs. Who at once deſpoit them 
of their Virtue, Health, and all the Comforts 
of this Life, and all the Happineſs of another. 
Deſcription cannot reach their Guilt, nor is 
any Puniſhment too ſevere for their Perſons. 


Six cE ſuch Iniquities abound among us, 


how neceſſary is it for us, who are Watchmen, 
to hift up our Voice hike a Trumpet, to cry 


aloud, and ſpare not; to ſhew the People 
their Tranſgreſſions, and warn them of their 
Danger? How neceſſary for the Magiſtrate 
to exert the Power he is intruſted with, to re- 
ſtrain the unruly, and puniſh the ſtubborn Of- 
fender? And how prudent and commendable 
is the Zeal of thoſe worthy Perſons, who form 


themſelves into Societies; that with united 


Strength they may redreſs thoſe Evits, which 
are got beyond the Power of ſingle Perſons? 


that they may aſſiſt the Magiſtrate in the Diſ- 


charge of his Duty, W his 
5 1 5 0 2 e : | ani 
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and enlar ing his Intelligence, that the good 
Laws, which the Wiſdom of our Nation hath 
enacted, may be no longer a dead Letter, but 
Put in vigorous Execution: That thoſe, 
Who are already guilty; may be reclaimed, if 
poſſible; or at leaſt, that the Innocent may 
not be infected by the, Contagion of their Ex- 
amples. That all : of us, in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions, may with Chearfulneſs and Diligence ſet 
about this great and glorious. Work, of 7urn- 
ing others to Righteouſneſs ; give me leave, 


.. Thirdly, Jus x to lay before You two very 
conſiderable Encouragements, with which it is 
L924 1 ; \ f «Tak wt 5-44 Eh Ie ; 7 
attended: The Excellency of the Employ; 


* 


and the Greatneſs of che Re ward. 


. 
7 
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** 


Coxsiprx the. Excellency of the Employ. 


Fo what, I beſeech You, can be more 
excellent, than to lay out our Time, and em- 
ploy our Care, in conducting Man, the nobleſt 
33 this lower Creation, to the Regions of 
immortal Glory? To endeavour to bring 
the nobleſt Part of him, his Soul, (that Ray of 
celeſtial Might) to the cleareſt view of Truth, 
and the pureſt enjoyment of Felicity; z. e. to 
the utmoſt Perfection it is capable to arrive at? 
This, if any thing 1 755 Earth is ſo, is indeed 
e | 


truly Glorious. © There is nothing greater 
e in your Fortune, than to be Able, nothing 
© better in your Nature, than to be Willing, 
_ «x0. preſerve. Mankind,” ſaid the Eloquent 
Roman; when he ſpoke only of ſaving Na 
Ee BELL whos dh ht wo aa He 


oo 
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from a Temporary: Death. But if that was ſo 
glorious, with what Rhetorick and Colours 
would he have ſet off the infinitely more noble 
Taſk of ſaving Souls to Eternity? For, as the 
Apoſtle reaſons in another Caſe, If the Preſer- 


vation of this, frail Body be glorious, which 


Glory 1s to be done away, how. much rather is 
the Preſervation of the Soul, which is to laſt 
to endleſs Ages? 1 The divineſt Perfection 
(days a Father). Mortals can boaſt of, is to 
« be. Fellow-Workers with. God, in recover- 
1 ing Souls again to his Favour.” This is as 
it were doing the Work of Creation, in one of 
the nobleſt Branches of it, and. recovering that 
Image of God, after, which, Man was at firſt 
fram d, and which * his T he 20 
ruined and defaced. 


Tur other Encovragment 5 mentioned, is 
hat my Text propoſes, and is indeed the 
wy of all: Which is, the exceeding Great- 
neſs, of the Future Reward ; They that be WW; iſe, 


ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament : 


and they that turn many to ene 45 the | 


| S7 ars for ever and ever. 


15 18 hardly in the 33 of 3 to 
give us a nobler and more lively Idea of the 
Greatneſs of that Recompence, which is re- 
ſerv'd in a Future State for thoſe, Who with 
Zeal and Diligence, with Courage and Wiſe 
dom, promote the Glory of God, and. the Sal- 
vation of Mankind., Nor: is it in the compals 


of Though, to propoſe to us more weighty 


Motives 


5 
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Motives to our Induſtry in that Work, than 
the Greatneſs of that Recompence. For all 


the Images, which this preſent Scene of Things 


can fopp! us with, all far ſhort of the Glor 
that ſball be dee Klee Eye bath not ſeen, Yd 


Ear Gates: neither hath it enter d into the 


Heart of Man to conceive, the Things which 


God hath laid up for thoſe that love him. Hap- 


py beyond Expreſſion, and Glorious above 
Thought, and Secure beyond the Power of 
Time and Chance, will be the Inheritance of 
all the Saints in Light. But ſtill, we are aſ⸗ 


ſur' d, there are many Manſions in our Father's 


Houſe, and that there will be different De- 


grees of Glory in a Future State. That the 


higheſt Degree of Glory will belong to thoſe 
who have taken moſt Pains, and gone thro' 
greateſt Trials, in the Purſuit of the great 


Ends of their Creation, the Glory of | God, and 
tßbe Good of Men. That Charity, 7. e. the 


Love of God and our Neighbour, will be the 


| Se Qualification to recommend us to the 


vine Favour, and what Good we'have done or 


endeavour'd to do, under the Influence of: an 


humble, but ſtedfaſt, Faith, will be the grand 
Article of Enquiry at the great Day; and ac- 


. cording as we reſolve that Queſtion, will our 


future Station be aſſign d. That Charity to 
the Souls of Men, is the greateſt of all Chari. 


ties, and the inſtructing them in their Duty, 
and recovering them from Sin and Deſtruction, 


the greateſt Good we dan poſſibly do them; 


the Work is worthy all our Care and Con- 


cern, the Reward worthy.all. our Endeavours 


S and 
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and Pains. * And whatſoever worldly Profeſ- 
fion we are of, this Employ will belong to us, 
and in Proportion to our OLIN? in ir, we 
ſhall be Sharers 1 in the Reward. LOBES 


Wu Ar a powerful Motive., is os to all of 
us, in our ſeveral Stations, according to our 
ſeveral. Capacities, 'to- rectify the Errors, and 
correct the Vices of thoſe we converſe with; 
and to propagate Truth and Goodneſs where 
ever we are concern d? To thoſe of plentiful 
Fortunes, what an Engagement is it, to con- 
tribute generouſly of their Subſtance towards 
the Enlightning and Reforming the World; 
and by their uncertain Mammon, to purchaſe 
to themſelves, a a laſting and ſolid Inheritance? 2 


A ND What more noble Encouragemett can 
1 propoſe to Vou, who in theſe Societies are en- 


gaged in this. glorious Cauſe, of promoting 


the Honour of God, and the Welfare of your 
Brethren, to perſuade You to perſevere unto 
the End, with Courage and Patience? May the 
N umbers of ſuch true Patriots to their Coun- 
try continually encreaſe, and may the bleſſed 
Work of Reformation go on with Succeſs un- 
der your charitable Hands; nor ſhould we be 
deterr d at the odious Name which attends 
INFORMERS, with bad Deſigns, from undertak- 
ing that Office, out of a frue generous Chriſ- 


lian Principle, of turning Sinners from the 


Error of their Ways. Undeſerv'd Reproaches 
may be receiv'd with Pleaſure, by thoſe who 
profeſs themſelves Diſciples of a Maſter, "_— 

or 


- 


24 4 = RMON Before the Focieties, &c. : 


for the Salvation of Mankind, underwent ok 
Shame and Scandal of the Croſs ; eſpecially 


| when ſuch light Aflictions, which are but for a 


moment, work for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of Glory. By ſuffering others 
likewife to go on in their Wickedneſs, when 


*tis in our Power to prevent it, we become 


Partakers of other Mens Sins : Nor ſhould we 
be 7 when zt concerns our Souls. 


Lupe! che Babeney . the Employ invite 


You ; the Affiſtanee of Heaven; and the Af 


ſurance of a good Conſcience ſupport You, and 
the exceeding great Rewards of a Future State, 
encourage Vou, under the greateſt Difficulties, 
to render as many as poſſible Wiſe and Vir- 
tuous in the 257 Age, n Happy to all 
AER | 


By thus letting your - Eight Pine before Men, 


- you will turn many to Righteouſneſs on Earth, 


and glorify your Father which is in Heaven; 
where You yourſelves will hereafter ſhine 45 


the Brightneſs of the EOF INTE / and as the 


Stars . 1 1 and ever. 


Wu ICH Ob his infinite 6 Maris rant. 
1 0 whom with the 4 ON, and the Fro 


 Honour,: Mi dhe Majeſty and Dominion 
— now, and for « ever. = Ws ps 
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5 PROGRESS made in the 


11 Cities of London and Velminſer, 


And Places adjacent; 


1, B the Societies for Rein 
1 mma f Manners : 


by furthering the Execution of the LAs ws 
againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, and 
— other Chriſtian Methods, 


— — 


with 


nieſs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible from what 


with ſo much Advantage upon that Subjection 
the Annual Reformation Sermons; as alſo. by 
the excellent Author of the Mbole Duty of 
Man, who, in his 'Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the 
Decay of Chriſtian Piety, hath this remarkable 
Paſſage : The Scandal, faith he, brought upon 
Religion, as it was not contracted by the Irre. 
gularities of one or two Perſons, but by aſſociated 
and common Crimes; ſoneither will it beremoved 
by a few fingle and private Reformations. There 
muſt be Combinations and publick Confederacies 
in Virtue, to ballance and counterpoiſe thoſe of 
Vice, or ſhe will never recover that Honour which 
| ſheacquir'd by the general Pietyof her Profeſſors. 


TAN xs be to God, many ſuch Combinations 
and publick Confederacies arc now in Being, 
who make it a great Part of their Buſineſs toop- 
_ . poſe aſſociated, as well as particular Offenders. 


Tur Societies for Reformation of Mauners are 
eminently of that Number: And the Uſeful- 


has been actually brought about by means of 
the ſaid Societies, far beyond what could have 
been hoped for from any private Endeavours. 
Multitudes, for theſe Forty 7ears laſt paſt; have 
been proſecuted, and puniſhed according to 
Law, for lewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great 
Numbers of Bawdy-houſes, Sodomitical Haunts, 
Common Gaming-houſes, and other Diſorderly 
Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed and ſhut up; rs 
| "SA the 


dom, and put into the Hands of lewd and pro- 
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the Streets very much purg'd from the wretched 
Tribe of Night-walking Proſtitutes and moſt d- 


reftable $edomites. Many young Men, taken with 


lewd Women, have, by their being brought to 
timely Shame and Puniſhment, been difcon- 


raged, and turned (as we have reaſon. to hope) 


from following ſuch ſinful Courſes, which often 
cauſe them to defraud their Parents, Maſters, 
Ge. and bring themſelves to utter Ruin. More- 


over, many Thouſands of good Books have been 
diſperſed by theſe Societies throughout the King- 


fane Perfons, to awaken them to a Senfe of 
their Sins. By theſe varions Methods, many 
Perſons have, by the Bleſſing of Gop, been 


brought to a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; 


and tho' they have at firſt been exaſperated 


againſt the Inſtruments of awakening them 


out of their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping 
them in their ſinful Courfes ; yet have they 


afterwards bleſſed Gop for their Recovery, 


and been heartily thankful to thoſe, who 


had been ſerviceable to them therein. 


THis Undertaking, begun by a very few 
Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only 
in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And 
the great Good which, by G o 05 Bleſſing, has 


been done by the ſaid Societies, has very much 
animated their Endeavours. They likewiſe 


have been encouraged by ſeveral Royal Pro- 


_ clamations, Orders of Seſſions, Preſentments of 


Da | Grands 


[8] 


Grand-Juries in many Counties in England; ; 
by the Lord-Mayors and Court of Aldermen 
of the City of London; by many Sermons of 
the Right Reverend the Biſhops, and other 
eminent Divines, preached to the Societies ; 
and by the Writings of other learned Men; 
as alſo by the ſolemn Approbation of a conſi- 
derable Number of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and the Honourable Judges of England 
and Jreland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
Frofeliant Churches. | 


I x muſt be confeſſed, That ae and 
Debauchery do very much abound, for Want 
of a more general and heatty Concurrence i in 
this Work of Perſons of all Orders amongſt us, 
in Proportion to the Greatneſs of the Concern, 


TAE ſaid Societies have ene and 
been aſſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Hyſt of 
December 1734, to the Firſt of December 
1735, divers ſorts of Offenders, 21. | 


For 1 Lewd and Diſorderly Practices . 319 


Sabbath - Breakers „„ — 268 


Including 28 en indited at Hicks! s Hall for 
a Nuſance, in ſetting out Meat upon ſeveral Days, 


| which being upon the Lord's Day, made it liable 


to the HK Rs of the Society, and were fin' d, 


Tre Total Number k Perſons proſecuted 
in or near r London 5 for D. -bauchery and 
8 15 Pro. 


[ 
| 
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Drofaneneſs, for Forty-one Years laſt paſt, are 
calculated at about 99970. | £ 


'Tarry have al been oflifiing. in bringing 
to Puniſhment ſeveral S1domitical Houſes, as 
well as divers Perſons for Sodom, and Sodoms- 
tical Practices, who have been proſecuted by 
the Direction, and at the Charge of the Go- | 
vernment. | 


THrost therefore that have a juſt Zeal for 
the Honour of Go p and Religion; who deſire 
to prevent the ſpreading. of the Leproſy of 
Sin; who are unwilling to bave their Chil- 
dren and other Relations, or their Friends and 
Servants, corrupted by ill Examples and wick- 
ed Allurements: 'Thoſe that ſincerely wiſh well 
to thoſe excellent and hopeful Nurſeries of 
pietyand good Manners,the CHaRIty Scyoors; 
and would be heartily grieved to ſee the Chriſ- 
tian Inſtruction and pious Education that Chil- 


dren receive therein, miſcarry, through pre- 


vailing open Temptations to Wiekedneſs, and 
a general Contempt of Religion: Thoſe laſtly, 
who haye any due Love to their Country, and 
would prevent a National Guilt, and thereby 
keep off National Judgments, cannot poſlibly, 


one pres think, but heartily approve and af- 


ſiſt this uſeful Deſi ign for We ing Profanc- 


neſs and ee, 


Now, 


b - 


Tl 


N o w, ' Whereas 433 have moſt mnalivioudy 


inſinuated, That it is not Reformation 


which is intended, but the getting of Mo. 


5 from the Delinquents and by ſuch 
aſe and vile Reports have impoſed on 
— very well-meaning People: It is here. 
by declared to the World, That ſuch a 
Charge upon theſe Societies is -abſolutely 


8 falſe. It is allowed, that there have been 


ſome baſe and wicked Perſons (not en- 
gag d, or in the leaſt concerned in this 
Work) who have extorted Money from Of. 


fenders, and ſometimes from honeſt Men, 


But all ſuch Practices are utterly deteſted 
by theſe Societies, (who, it is well known, 


have ſtrictly enquired after ſuch Perſons, 


and when diſcovered; have brought them 


to Puniſhment) nor do they know or be- 


lieve that any who are engag'd with them 
are chargeable with ſuch vile Practices. 


And to prevent as much as is poſſible, all 
Suſpicion of a mercenary Deſign or Prin- 


ciple in any that act in the Buſineſs of Re- 


formation, the GENTLEMEN concern'd have 


all along recommended and inſiſted upon 


It with their Friends, that thoſe who give 


Information againſt Vice or Profaneneſs, 
ſhould never receive that Part of the Pe- 
nalty which the Law allows the Inform- 


er; and it has not come to their Know- 


ledge, that any 1 ſuch Perſon hath acted o- 
ther- 


L 
therwiſe. However, if at any Time here- 
after it ſhould happen, that any Perſon, 

or Perſons, concern'd in this good Deſign, 
ſhould be chargeable withany of the evil 
Practices before- mentioned, or even with 
taking the Reward which the Law allows 
them; it is humbly requeſted of all that 
are heartily concerned for the Intereſt of 

Religion, that they will give Notice theres 
of to any of the ſaid Societies. _ 


N. B. The Porſons concerned in this Des 
ſign, confine their *Proſecutions to the 
Ogences mention d in this Accounr. 


An for the further preventing any Objec- . 
tea mch diſpos'd to 
Work, that 


tions from thoſe hh are t 
raiſe them, againſt-this neceſlary 


| there is more Regard had to the Puniſhment, 


than to the Converſion of profane and vicious 
Perſons; it may not be improper to acquaint the 
World: That in Conjtnttion with the other 
pious and proper Methods of Inſtruction, Ad- 
monition, and Reproof, the number of Books 
written and publiſhed for thoſe and the like 
Ends, and given away at their own Charge, 
are calculated at abave Four hundred and 
forty three Thouſand four Hundred, 


q 1 
N. e 
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XN. B. It muſt ever be moſt thankfully ac- 
knowledg'd by all who wiſh welk to Mankind; 
and the Proſperity of the Government, That 
the Juſtices of the Peace of the COMMIT TEE 
appointed at the Seſſions of the Peace for the 
City and Liberty of Weſtminſter, for Suppreſ. 
ſing of the Night- Houſes and other Diſorderly 
Houſer, &c. have been very inſtrumental in Pro- 
moting this good Work, by Puniſhing as well 
the Keepers and Maintainers of a great Num- 
ber of thoſe ſort of Houſes, as alſo of many 


Lewd and Diforderly Perſons. | 


